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ABSTRACT: Millions of children worldwide need permanent families.
But  traditional paper based methods, disagreements between agencies,
and excessive nationalistic restrictions keep many children apart from
potential parents able and eager to nurture them.

We use Weighted Ordered Weighted Averages and linear assignment
programming for matching orphaned or abandoned children with adop-
tive families.  Traditional paper based, one-child-at-a-time approaches
are slow, and speed matters, because of the well documented harm done
when children spend too much time waiting.  Our focus is on simultane-
ous matching in which a pool of potential families is viewed as a
resource to be used for the benefit for a pool of children globally rather
than one at a time.  A special case of the Weighted Ordered Weighted
Average, designed to be transparent to social workers with little or no
mathematical training or inclination, is used to aggregate criteria
1



Child and Family Databases
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Calculating a Global Soft Match Score
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Global Soft Match Scores for All Child-Family Pairings
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Results of Global Simultaneous Matching
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